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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  
 

• All candidates must  receive the same t reatment .  Exam iners must  mark 

the first  candidate in exact ly the same way as they mark the last . 

• Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be 

rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised 

for om issions.  

• Exam iners should mark according to the m ark scheme not  according to 

their percept ion of where the grade boundaries may lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievement . All marks on the mark scheme 

should be used appropriately.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 

Exam iners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 

matches the mark scheme.  Exam iners should also be prepared to 

award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  

according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement  is required, mark schemes will provide the 

principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplif icat ion may be 

lim ited. 

• When examiners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark 

scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must  be consulted. 

• Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced 

it  with an alternat ive response. 

 

A l t h ou gh  t h e assessm en t  ob j ect iv es ar e w eig h t ed  sep ar at e ly , t h ey  

ar e in t er - r e lat ed .  

 

AO1  r eq u i r es in f o r m ed  in sig h t  an d  aw ar en ess o f  d i f f er in g  

v iew p o in t s, an d  AO2  r eq u i r es k n ow led g e an d  u n d er st an d in g  o f  t h e 

sp eci f icat ion  con t en t . 

 

 

 

 

 



 PART 1 :  The total m ark available for each of quest ions 1-8 is 20. 

Candidates answer four quest ions. The total mark available for Part  1 as a 

whole is 80. 

 

PART 2 :  The total m ark achievable for each of quest ions 9-26 is 25. 

Candidates answer two quest ions. The total mark available for Part  2 as a 

whole is 50. 

 

PART 1 :  BELI EFS AND VALUES 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

1 ( a)  

 

• (The view 

that )  every 

event  has a 

cause, 

which may 

also involve 

believing 

that  human 

beings 

cannot  have 

free will, as 

their 

choices and 

act ions are 

caused. 

• The belief 

that  

humans do 

not  have 

freewill.  

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Fate 

• Every 

event  has a 

cause 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers are likely to refer to at  least  two such beliefs as:  

some religious people believe that  human wrongdoing ar ises from 

ignorance of religious teachings and they m ay refer to specific 

examples from the religion(s)  studied;  some religious people believe 

that  human wrongdoing ar ises from non- religious people being 

ignorant  of the support  that  religious com munit ies offer;  some 

religious and non- religious people believe that  human wrongdoing 

arises from inadequate moral educat ion;  some religious and non-

religious people believe that  human wrongdoing ar ises from ignorance 

of social obligat ions. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  they do not  

believe in God and therefore think life after death is impossible;  they 

do not  accept  religious teachings (and they may refer to specific 

examples from the religion(s)  studied) , because there is insufficient  

evidence;  they believe that   beliefs about  life after death are only a 

way of escaping the harsh realit ies of life;  they are convinced that  this 

life is all that  there is, because they consider reports of out  of body 

and near death experiences to be fict ion. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  w ar  is in ev i t ab le. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  human beings 

are by nature aggressive and will therefore fight ;  history shows that  

wars always occur between nat ions;  that  some religions see war as 

necessary in certain circumstances:  w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  t h at  human 

beings are capable of resolving conflict  by peaceful means;  the desire 

for self preservat ion may deter human beings from war;  that  war goes 

against  some religions teachings. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 



 

  

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

2 ( a)  

 

• (The belief 

that )  after 

death, the body 

stays in the 

grave unt il the 

end of the 

world when it  is 

raised. 

• The reunit ing of 

the body and 

spir it / soul after 

death. 

• When someone 

is raised from 

the dead 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• People liv ing 

after death. 

• Coming back 

to life. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which 

define a different  

key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Bu d d h ism , are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such beliefs as:  all life, including hum an life, is character ised by 

impermanence (anicca) ;  human beings consist  of f ive aggregates or 

khandas (body, feelings, cognit ion, mot ivat ion, conscious awareness) ;  

human beings do not  have a soul (anat ta) , but  they are reborn into 

this wor ld ( the flame of one lamp passes to another)  with all its 

suffering.      

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  there are 

religious teachings that  God created human beings to rule over the 

world on his behalf, and gave them cont rol over all other creatures 

(and they may refer to specific teachings from the religion(s)  

studied) ;  there are religious teachings that  human beings are superior 

to all other creatures, and are ent it led to use them to serve human 

needs (and they may refer to specific teachings from the religion(s)  

studied) ;  there are non- religious ideas that  human beings have 

evolved into the dom inant  species, because of their  intelligence/ ability 

to think, which ent it les them to use other living things to meet  human 

needs.    

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  God  h as a l r ead y  decid ed  ou r  d est in y .  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  there are 

religious teachings about  predest inat ion (and they may refer to 

specific teachings from the religion(s)  studied) , while belief in 

God’s omniscience raises quest ions about  whether, and to what  

extent , human beings can have free will/ cont rol their  own lives, 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  God’s pre-ordaining indiv idual salvat ion or 

damnat ion is incompat ible with religious teachings (and they m ay 

refer to examples)  that  God is loving and just , holds indiv idual 

human beings responsible for their  freely chosen act ions, and 

judges them accordingly;  there are non- religious views that  God 

does not  exist  and therefore cannot  have decided our dest iny. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

3 ( a)  

 

• Being brought  

up to follow the 

teachings and 

pract ices of a 

religion. 

• Being brought  

up in a religion. 

• Being brought  

up to follow a 

religion. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Belonging to a 

religion as a 

child. 

• Fostering 

religious 

belief.  

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which 

define a different  

key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

3 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ch r ist ian i t y , are likely to refer to at  least  

two such teachings as:  according to Genesis, moral evil was caused by 

the fall of Adam who chose to disobey God;  moral evil is caused by 

sin, when human beings give in to self ishness and greed, and break 

God’s laws;  moral evil results from human beings having freewill, 

which enables them to disobey God and harm others.  

    

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

3 ( c)  

 

The quest ion refers to differ ing at t itudes, and Level 4 answers are 

likely to explain at  least  two differ ing at t itudes, eg on e  from ( a)  and 

on e  from ( b ) . 

 

( a)  There are some non- religious people who are in favour of 

euthanasia because:  they believe that  the most  important  

considerat ion is what  term inally ill people want , which may be 

to end their suffer ing;  they think that  this mat ters more than 

any possible abuses, or any harmful effects, the availability of 

euthanasia may have on respect  for life;  while their at t itude to 

euthanasia is not  influenced by religious considerat ions or 

prohibit ions. 

  

( b )  There are other non- religious people who are against  

euthanasia because:  they feel that  life is precious, and should 

not  be ended, however badly people are suffering;  making 

euthanasia available to the term inally ill,  by appearing to at tach 

lit t le/ lim ited value to their lives, may damage respect  for life in 

general;  the availability of euthanasia to the term inally ill may 

lead to their being pressurised into opt ing for it , in order to 

relieve the burden on relat ives or reduce healthcare costs. 

 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

3 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  l i f e  can  on ly  h av e a p u r p ose f o r  t h ose 

w h o  ar e r e l ig iou s. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  life can only 

have a purpose for those who are religious, because, unlike non-

religious people, they believe in the existence of God/ gods and some 

form  of  after life, so they have something to look forward to when 

they die, giv ing their lives a purpose, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  people 

can give a purpose to their own lives, through their  aspirat ions, 

achievements and relat ionships;  non- religious people can find life j ust  

as interest ing and worthwhile, and therefore purposeful, as religious 

people;  they can have making the wor ld a bet ter place as their main 

purpose, rather than worrying about  what  will happen when they die.  

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

4 ( a)  

 

• (The belief 

that )  God 

knows 

everything 

(past , present  

and future) .  

• God is all 

knowing.  

• God is all 

seeing.  

 

An y  

a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  

t h e ab ov e 

p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• All that  God 

knows. 

• All knowing. 

• All seeing. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

4 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers are likely to describe a religious conversion 

experience in general terms, or refer to a specific example from the 

religion(s)  studied, such as St  Paul’s experience on the road to 

Damascus, or from a candidate’s own experience. This experience will 

illust rate how a person’s whole out look on life and comm itment  to God 

and/ or religious teaching changes. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.    

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

4 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  some people 

are followers of religions which teach that  there is more than one god, 

and they may refer to specific examples;  some people believe that , if 

there was only one God, he would be so powerful, and his presence 

would be so obvious, that  no one would be able doubt  his existence:  

however, there is no clear evidence of him ;  some people think that , if 

there was only one God, he would be able to end all the evil and 

suffering in the wor ld, but  he seems to do nothing about  it ;  atheists 

do not  believe that  there is a God, and so reject  monotheism (belief in 

one God) .  

  

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

4 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  w om en  h av e a r ig h t  t o  ab or t ion . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  women have 

a r ight  to abort ion, because women are the only ones ent it led to 

decide what  happens to their own bodies, if she has been raped, it  

m ight  affect  the mental and physical health of the children, the 

life/ health of a pregnant  woman should always take precedence over 

that  of an embryo/ foetus, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  many religious and 

non- religious people believe that  abort ion is wrong in all 

circumstances, or can only be just if ied as the lesser of two evils when 

there is a ser ious r isk to the woman’s life, and should not  be 

performed simply because a woman wants to end her pregnancy (and 

they may refer to specific religious teachings or views) .   

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

5 ( a)  

 

• A legal 

relat ionship 

between two 

people of the 

same sex, 

which gives the 

partners equal 

t reatment  with 

marr ied 

couples ( in a 

wide range of 

areas.)  

 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Gay people 

being able to 

marry each 

other. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which 

define a different  

key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

5 ( b )  

 

The quest ion refers to differ ing at t itudes, and Level 3 answers are 

likely to refer to at  least  two differ ing at t itudes, eg on e  from (a)  and 

on e from (b) . 

 

( a)  There are some religious people who believe that  celibacy:  is a 

valuable and respected form  of religious life with a long history in 

many religions/  religious communit ies (and they may refer to 

examples) ;  encourages self-discipline and self-denial;  and enables 

those who pract ise it  to dedicate their lives to their faith without  

dist ract ions. 

 

( b )  There are other religious people who believe that  celibacy:  is an 

inappropr iate form  of religious life, which sets those who pract ise it  

apart  from the rest  of a religious community/ society;  prevents some 

people with a religious vocat ion from becoming parents, and br inging 

up their  children in accordance with religious teachings;  and denies 

them the opportunity to lead fully act ive lives in a religious 

community/ society. 

 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

5 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to point  out  that  there is no one response 

that  is typical of non- religious people, and will then go on to explain 

two such possible responses as:  some non-religious people welcome 

more tolerant  at t itudes to, for example, sexual relat ionships, because 

they feel that  these reflect  the nature of contemporary society;  some 

approve of the changing pat tern of relat ionships between men and 

women, such as men taking more responsibility for child care, which 

reflect  women’s higher status in society;  some non- religious people 

are against  (some)  changing at t itudes, as they think that  they put  too 

much emphasis on the purely sexual aspect  of human relat ionships. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

5 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  p ar en t s n eed  t h e su p p or t  o f  a 

r e l ig iou s com m u n i t y  t o  b r in g  u p  ch i ld r en  w el l . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  religious 

communit ies can support  parents with the upbr inging of their  

children in a var iety of ways (and they may give examples) , and 

that  there is evidence that  children from religious backgrounds are 

more likely to be responsible and act ive cit izens, w i t h  t h e 

v iew ( s)  that  what  mat ters most  is the qualit y of parental care, 

which non- religious parents can provide equally well, and that  

children who come from non- religious backgrounds are no worse 

than those who do. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

6 ( a)  

 

• Children from 

different  

marr iages 

becoming one 

fam ily after 

their divorced 

parents marry 

each other. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• A fam ily where 

there are step-

children. 

• Examples of 

reconst ituted 

fam ilies 

 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

6 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Hin d u ism , are likely to refer to at  least  

two such teachings as:  it  is cont rary to the teaching that  sex should 

take place within marriage;  it  would involve ignor ing the teaching that  

sex relates to the duty of marr ied couples to have children, in order to 

perpetuate their fam ilies;  sexual prom iscuity would be at  odds with 

the ideal relat ionship that  should exist  between a (married)  couple, as 

exemplif ied by the gods (Shiva and Parvat i) . 

     

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge            

with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

6 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  some religious 

people believe that  divorce is wrong, because it  conflicts with their  

view that  marr iage is a lifelong, God-given union, which can never be 

ended (and they may refer to specific teachings from the religion(s)  

studied) ;  some religious people think that  divorce is wrong, because 

they regard marr iage as the fulf ilment  of a sacred duty (and they may 

refer to examples) , which couples should not  end for personal or  

self ish reasons;  some religious people believe that  divorce is wrong, 

because it  causes suffering to all those affected by it , part icular ly if 

there are children involved. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

6 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  p leasu r e is t h e on ly  p u r p ose f o r  

h av in g  sex . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  sex is a 

legit im ate source of pleasure for human beings, and that  religions 

teach that  it  should be enjoyed (and they may refer to specific 

teachings from the religion(s)  studied) , w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  it  has 

other purposes, such as having children and st rengthening the loving 

relat ionship between (married)  couples (and they may refer to specific 

teachings from the religion(s)  studied) . 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

7 ( a)  

 

• Making sure 

that  people 

have what  is 

theirs by r ight .  

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• Doing the 

r ight  thing. 

• Fairness or 

being fair  

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

7 ( b )  

 

Level 3 answers are likely to refer to at  least  three such ways as:  they 

can ensure that  they follow non- racist  pr inciples in their  own lives, 

and set  an example to others;  they can t ry to make others aware that  

racism exists and is wrong;  they can work to ensure that  their 

workplaces, and any organisat ions/  societ ies to which they belong, are 

free of racism;  they can support  organisat ions that  campaign against  

racism;  they can part icipate in any init iat ives to combat  racism by 

their religious communit ies, or within their local communit ies. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

7 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  there are 

religious teachings that  God created all human beings (and they may 

refer to specific teachings from the religion(s)  studied) , and religious 

people should reflect  God’s love for those with disabilit ies by helping 

and support ing them;  there are instances of religious teachers and 

leaders helping and healing those with disabilit ies (and they may refer 

to specific examples) , and religious people should follow their 

example;  many religious people live in societ ies where there is 

legislat ion about  how those with disabilit ies should be t reated (and 

they may refer to specific examples, such as the UK Disability 

Discr im inat ion Acts, 1995 and 2005 and the UK Equalit y Act , 2010) . 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

7 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  an y on e in  a m u l t i - f a i t h  societ y  sh ou ld  

cr i t i cise t h e r e l ig iou s b el ie f s o f  o t h er s.  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  those 

religious people, who are convinced that  the teachings of their religion 

are t rue, ought  to cr it icise the religious beliefs of others, in order to 

correct  errors/ for their own good, while their  religion may require 

them to do so, ir respect ive of any offence/ diff icult ies this may cause 

in (a mult i- faith)  society, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that , part icular ly in mult i-

faith societ ies, people should respect  the (different )  religious beliefs of 

others, and, in the interests of social cohesion, refrain from cr it icising 

them. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral 

argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a balanced account  of 

an alternat ive point (s)  of view to reach a personal conclusion, 

based on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Correct  Answer Part ially Correct  

Answer 

Reject  Mark 

8 ( a)  

 

 

 

• All people 

being ( legally)  

ent it led to 

equal 

opportunit ies 

in relat ion to 

employment  

and provision 

of goods, 

facilit ies and 

services.  

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le. 

(2)  

• An example of 

an equal 

opportunity. 

 

An y  a l t er n at iv e 

w or d in g  o f  t h e 

ab ov e p o in t  is 

accep t ab le.  

(1)  

Answers which define 

a different  key word 

 

(0)  

2 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

8 ( b )  

 

The quest ion refers to d i f f er in g  at t itudes, and Level 3 answers are 

likely to refer to at  least  t w o  d i f f er in g  at t itudes, eg any TW O of (a) , 

(b)  or (c) .  

 

Answers, based on I slam , are likely to refer to such at t itudes as:  ( a)  

som e  Muslims believe in religious freedom, and people’s r ight  to 

pract ise the religion of their  choice;  ( b )  m an y  Muslims give Judaism 

and Chr ist ianity a special status, due to their  shared religious beliefs 

and heritage;  ( c)  however, Muslims regard the Qur’an as the 

definit ive revelat ion of Allah’s word, and m ost  Muslims believe that , 

as I slam is the only t rue religion, they have a duty to proselyt ise. 

 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  5 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

8 ( c)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  governments 

may need to weigh other considerat ions, such as keeping public order, 

against  it  (and they may refer to specific examples) ;  dur ing a war or a 

serious crisis, free speech may need to be rest r icted in the interests of 

nat ional secur ity (and they may refer to specific examples) ;  

governments may have to place lim its on what  can be wr it ten or 

spoken, in order to prevent  incitement  to racial or religious hat red 

(and they may refer to specific examples) .    

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-4 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  5-6 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  7-8 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

8 ( d )  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  y ou  can  b e b o t h  r ich  an d  t r u ly  

r e l ig iou s. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  people 

cannot  be both r ich and t ruly religious, because there are many 

examples of wealth/ love of money dist ract ing people from fulf illing 

their religious/ moral/ social obligat ions, while there are religious 

teachings which st ress the dangers/  temptat ions of being r ich (and 

they may refer to specific examples from the religion(s)  studied) , 

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  there is a difference between loving money, 

which is cont rary to religious teachings, and merely possessing it ,  

while there are many examples of wealthy religious people using their 

money responsibly and for the benefit  of others, suggest ing that  being 

r ich does not  necessarily result  in neglect  of religious/ moral/ social 

obligat ions. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to at  least  one n am ed  religion. 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 



 

PART 2 :  THE RELI GI OUS COMMUNI TY 

 

BUDDHI SM 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

9 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to all three groups of teaching:  

the Vinaya Pitaka, or Discipline Basket , which contains the rules 

for monast ic liv ing;  the Sut ta Pitaka, or Teaching Basket , which 

contains the teachings of the Buddha and others, stories about  the 

Buddha, and the Dhammapada or Path of Teaching, which 

includes the Four Noble Truths and the Noble Eight fold Path;  and 

the Abhidhamm a Pitaka, or Higher Teaching Basket , consist ing of 

interpretat ions and explanat ions of the Buddha’s teaching. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

9 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  by sharing 

the fruits of their scholarship and meditat ion through their 

teaching role, they help lay Buddhists to understand Buddhist  

teaching more fully;  by following the Buddha’s teaching st r ict ly, 

they set  the lait y an example of how to lead a religious life;  they 

offer lay Buddhists an opportunit y to gain merit  by providing them 

with food/ material support ;  they give guidance to/ exercise a 

moral influence on those who lead/ govern the community. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

9 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e f iv e ad d i t ion al  p r ecep t s ar e  n o t  

im p or t an t  f o r  m ost  Bu d d h ist s. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  the five 

addit ional precepts are only im portant  for monks and nuns as they 

are the only ones that  have to follow them;  they can also be seen 

to be out  of step with modern society for example, not  touching 

money, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  the five addit ional precepts enable 

the monks and nuns to support  the lait y as they seek 

enlightenment , and they show the example of how the Buddha 

lived. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Bu d d h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral  

evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

   



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 0 ( a)  

 

A wide var iety of answers is possible here, but  Level 4 answers 

should name a significant  Buddhist  other than the Buddha 

(Siddhartha  Gautam a) , eg, King Ashoka, the Dalai Lama or Aung 

San Suu Kyi, and they are likely to refer to at  least  two aspects of 

that  person’s cont r ibut ion to the development  of Buddhism. For 

example, answers about  Aung San Suu Kyi m ight  refer to such 

aspects as:  her life and career show the relevance of Buddhist  

beliefs and ethical teaching to contemporary polit ical issues;  her 

campaign for democracy and polit ical r ights in Burma combine 

commitment  to the values of democracy and indiv idual freedom 

with the t radit ional Buddhist  values of pat ience, tolerance and 

non-violence;  her work as a polit ical leader demonst rates that  

religion must  be lived and pract ised in the world, and that , where 

the cause is j ust , Buddhists should not  regard their religious 

convict ions as a reason for not  becoming involved in polit ical 

cont roversy and conflict .                           

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 0 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  it  provides the 

essent ial guidance for  br inging the cycle of bir th, life, death and 

rebirth to an end, and achieving the goal of Nibbana, to which all 

Buddhists aspire;  it  is the best  example available to Buddhists of the 

single-m indedness, courage and perseverance which are needed to 

achieve spir itual enlightenment ;  the Buddha was the first  to show 

others the way, and his enlightenment  is often the object  of the 

meditat ion and mental t raining, by means of which Buddhists t ry to 

follow the same path. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 0 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  m on k s p u t  m or e in t o  a r e l ig iou s 

com m u n i t y  t h an  t h ey  t ak e ou t . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  a 

religious community benefits from the act iv it ies of monks in a 

number of respects, including their preaching and teaching, and 

the example they provide of how to lead a spir itual life, so they 

put  more into it  than they take out , and they may refer to the 

work of Buddhist  monks, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  their religious 

vocat ion prevents monks from part icipat ing in/ cont r ibut ing to 

certain aspects of a religious community’s life, including the kind 

of work that  ensures its material well-being, while they may 

depend on it  for support  and thus be a drain on its resources 

(which will be a part icular  burden for poor communit ies) , so they 

take out  more than they put  in. 

    

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Bu d d h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

   



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 1 ( a)  

 

A wide var iety of answers is possible here. Level 4 answers should 

choose one symbol, such as the mandala, and are likely to out line 

at  least  three ways in which it  is used. For example:  it  is 

visualised by Buddhists as an aid to concent rat ion in meditat ion;  

as a cent re of psychic energy, it  is v isualised, in order to gain 

access to its power;  it s circular shape and geometric complexit y 

rem ind Buddhists of the wholeness of the cosmos;  the temporary 

nature of a sand mandala rem inds Buddhists of life’s t ransience.                

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 1 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  r ituals 

associated with death help Buddhists to maintain a balanced view of 

life, while relieving m ourners’ feelings of loss and helping to br ing 

fam ilies together;  a funeral procession was one of the Four Sights 

which led the Buddha to seek enlightenment ;  the occasion of a 

funeral, by rem inding Buddhists that  life does not  go on forever, helps 

them to escape the cont rol of death and underlines the hope of their 

eventually achieving Nibbana.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 1 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Bu d d h ist s h av e n o  r eason  t o  f ear  d eat h . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  Buddhists 

view existence as impermanent  and should have no at tachment  to 

their physical body;  they also have a cyclical v iew of human existence, 

which may suggest  that  they have less reason to fear death than 

those with a linear v iew, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  many of those who 

believe in rebirth (and they may refer to specific Buddhist  teachings)  

also believe in the operat ion of karma, and so may fear being reborn, 

while they will also be seeking to escape the cycle of rebirth and 

achieve Nibbana. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3 answers must  give an opinion, refer to another 

point  of v iew, and refer to Bu d d h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4 answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 



 

CHRI STI ANI TY 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 2 ( a)  

    Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  two aspects of the role 

of a member of the clergy/ priest / m inister in any on e n am ed  

Christ ian denominat ion. For example, they may refer to such 

aspects of the role of a member of the Anglican clergy as:  direct ing 

the religious life of his/ her congregat ion/ parish, which includes 

such act iv it ies as leading worship, overseeing the organisat ion and 

running of his/ her church, chair ing the PCC (Parochial Church 

Council)  and other church commit tees and visit ing the elder ly and 

sick;   off iciat ing at  Sunday services, at  fest ivals such as Chr istmas 

and Easter, and at  such r ites of passage as bapt isms, weddings and 

funerals;  being one of the leaders of his/ her local community, 

which may involve being a governor of the local (church)  school, 

liaising with other Chr ist ian/ religious groups in the par ish, 

helping/ organising support  for those in need.  

  Answers which do not  refer to a n am ed  Ch r ist ian  d en om in at ion  

cannot  go beyond Level 1.  

     Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 2 ( b )  

 

The quest ion refers to differ ing at t itudes, and Level 4 answers should 

explain at  least  two differ ing at t itudes, eg any t w o  of (a) , (b)  or (c) :   

 

( a)  t radit ionally, the Roman Catholic church assigns a more 

lim ited role to the lait y, because they believe that  the clergy 

have the key role of interpret ing the word of God and 

administering the sacraments;   

( b )  Protestant  churches tend to assign a (much)  greater role 

to the lait y, as they emphasise the doct r ine of the pr iesthood of 

all believers and the relat ionship between God and the 

indiv idual believer, with ( in some cases)  m inisters being 

regarded as subordinate to the communit ies they serve;  

( c)   within many Chr ist ian denominat ions, including the 

Roman Catholic Church, there is cont inuing debate about , and 

therefore differ ing at t itudes to, the role of the lait y, and what  

the relat ionship between the ordained clergy and laity should 

be, reflect ing a desire to encourage full lay part icipat ion in the 

life of the church, while ensur ing that  order and discipline are 

maintained. 

   

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 2 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e Ch r ist ian  v iew  o f  m ar r iag e is an  

im p ossib le id eal  in  t od ay ’s w or ld . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  the 

Christ ian view of marriage, requir ing a lifelong union of two people 

of the opposite sex, is an impossible ideal in today’s society, as it  

fails to take account  of the fact  that  some people are not  

monogamous or that  relat ionships, even of monogamous people, 

may fail due to incompat ibility, while unfair ly excluding 

homosexual relat ionships, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  the Christ ian 

view of marr iage not  only reflects Chr ist ian teaching that  marr iage 

is a gift   from God, which helps human beings to fulf il God’s 

purposes for them, but  also enables husband and wife to give 

each other comfort , companionship and support , and provides a 

stable environment  for br inging up children, while some may feel 

lifelong homosexual relat ionships are cont rary to the natural order 

of creat ion and the insights of revelat ion, and so fall short  of God’s 

purposes for human beings.   

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Ch r ist ian i t y . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

   



 

 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 3 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line that  Jesus focused on 

people’s intent ion, and the emot ions that  underlie wrong act ions, 

for example the seventh Commandment  ‘do not  commit  adultery’ 

is reinforced by saying that  even thinking about  sexual acts is 

wrong. The sixth com mandment  ‘do not  k ill’ is also reinforced, 

with an inst ruct ion not  even to get  angry. The Commandment  to 

worship only one God is explained further in asking people to not  

j ust  pray to be seen by other people, but  to pray in secret . 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 3 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  the 

first / greatest  commandment  ( ‘you shall love...God with all your 

heart ...soul.. .m ind... st rength’ (Mat thew 22: 37-38)  spells out  the total 

commitment  required of the t rue Chr ist ian, who must  have love of 

God at  the cent re of his/ her life, and make carrying out  God’s will 

his/ her absolute pr ior ity;  the two commandments make it  clear that  a 

Christ ian’s love of God and of other human beings ( ‘neighbours’)  are 

closely related:  love of God is/ should be reflected in love/ loving 

conduct  towards others;  Christ ian ethics are grounded in God’s love of 

human beings and their love of God.     

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 3 ( c)  

 Th e issu e is w h et h er  an y on e can  lov e o t h er s as m u ch  

as t h ey  lov e t h em selv es. 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

Christ ianity, emphasises the importance of love as the key 

to liv ing a God-cent red life (and they may refer specifically 

to the Christ ian pr inciple of love) , and there are examples 

throughout  history of people who have loved others as 

much as/ more than themselves (and they may refer to the 

example of Jesus and others) , w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  the 

Christ ian pr inciple of love indicates an ideal at  which people 

should aim , and a standard against  which they should 

measure their own conduct , which will usually fall short  of 

it ;  most  people are incapable of loving others as much as 

they love themselves, due to their self ishness and greed;  

and that  those, such as Jesus, who do so are the except ion, 

who provide an inspirat ion and example to everybody else.    

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Ch r ist ian i t y . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 4 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  three such features 

as:  hymns and other music;  appropr iate passages are read from 

the Bible;  there is a sermon and/ or eulogies given by fam ily 

members/ fr iends;  words spoken during the service rem ind those 

present  of the hope of the Resurrect ion;   if the body has not  been 

cremated, it  is bur ied either in the churchyard or in a cemetery. 

Answers may refer to ( features of)  the funeral service of a 

part icular Chr ist ian denominat ion.  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 4 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to explain how the r ites at  a wedding 

service reflect  the Christ ian view of marr iage, by explaining two such 

features as:  the ceremony is conducted before the altar , which 

reflects the Chr ist ian belief that  marr iage is an inst itut ion ordained by 

God/ a sacrament ;  the vows/ exchange of r ings express and symbolise 

constant  commitment  and faithfulness, ( ‘t ill death us do part ’) , which 

the couple agree to and accept ;  the presence of witnesses reflects the 

Christ ian view that  m arriage involves and affects the whole Chr ist ian 

community, as well as the couple and their  fam ilies. Answers may 

refer to r ites associated with a part icular  Christ ian denominat ion. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

  



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 4 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Jer u salem  is t h e m ost  im p or t an t  p lace 

o f  p i lg r im ag e f o r  Ch r ist ian s. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

Jerusalem is important  because it  is the city most  associated with 

the major events of Jesus’ life:  many Chr ist ians today visit  

Jerusalem and walk the via dolorosa w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  t h at  other 

places are more significant  for example, Bethlehem as the site of 

his birth or Rome as the cent re of the Roman Catholic wor ld or 

site of Peter’s martyrdom.  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Ch r ist ian i t y . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 



 

HI NDUI SM 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 5 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  two such aspects of the 

role of the swam i as:  by renouncing wor ldly ambit ions and pursuits, in 

order to focus on spir itual development , the swami sets an example to 

others;  by making religion his pr ior ity, and through his focus on 

Brahman, he shows the way to moksha ( liberat ion) , which is of 

benefit  to himself and others;  as people often become swamis during 

the fourth (sanyasa)  stage of existence, they are able to use their  

experience of life and religion to impart  spir itual knowledge to others.     

                    

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 5 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use two such reasons as:  they are 

regarded as Srut i ( ‘what  is heard’)  texts, and therefore as eternal and 

revealed, and so are more authoritat ive than Smrit i ( ‘what  is 

remembered’)  writ ings, which are of human composit ion and fallible;  

their philosophical speculat ions are the basis for the belief in 

Brahman, they spir itualise many of the concepts in the Vedas, contain 

teachings about  atman and moksha, and indicate paths (yogas)  to 

salvat ion. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 5 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Diw al i  i s im p or t an t  f o r  m ost  H in d u s. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that , Diwali is 

widely celebrated am ong Hindus, and that  the message of the 

Ramayana is st ill important  for today as they are aware that  

Rama/ Vishnu is able to provide help for them, that  evil can be 

overcome by good w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  Diwali seems to have 

lost  a lot  of its or iginal meaning and that  it  seems to be a cultural 

celebrat ion. The fest ival’s celebrat ion can be a dist ract ion for the 

fulf illing of a person’s dharma and so is not  important . The story it  

celebrates is sim ilar ly out  of date and touch with today’s wor ld.   

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Hin d u ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 6 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  t h r ee  such aspects 

as:  the aart i plate or lamp is circulated clockwise before the image 

of the deity;  such items as incense, f lowers and water are offered;  

the aart i plate or lam p is passed around those present , who cup 

their hands br iefly over the burning oil/ ghee;  bhajans (hymns)  are 

sung and musical inst ruments sounded;  there are readings and 

prayers, including the prayer of peace;  the ceremony begins and 

ends with the blowing of a conch shell.  

     

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 6 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:   Bhakt i 

at t racts many Hindus, because of its emphasis on love, devot ion and 

surrender to God as the means of obtaining release (moksha)  from 

worldly life and the cycle of rebirth:  in the Bhagavad Gita, it  is 

presented as the path (yoga)  which is more likely to lead to moksha 

than the alternat ive paths of works/ act ion (karma yoga)  or of 

knowledge ( jnana yoga) :  as it  encourages the use of the emot ions, 

rather than reliance on knowledge, as the means to liberat ion, it  has 

great  popular  appeal among Hindus, because it  can be followed by 

anyone, ir respect ive of intellectual ability, social background or 

religious t raining.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 6 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  a p i lg r im ag e is n o t  a h o l id ay .  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that , for 

many religious people, pilgr image is an important  religious duty, 

which, as well as providing valuable opportunit ies for worship, 

reflect ion and spir itual development , can also be physically 

demanding, expensive and t ime-consuming, within Hinduism it  is 

a way of gaining good karma which will help towards a bet ter 

rebirth or moksha w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that , in some 

religions/ religious groups, pilgr im age is not  a religious duty (and 

they may refer to examples) , so members of those religions who 

go on pilgr images do so from choice, as they would a holiday, 

while even in religions where pilgr image is a religious duty, people 

seem to enjoy the experience, making it  look more like a holiday 

than a serious religious act iv ity (and they may refer to Hinduism) .  

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Hin d u ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 7 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  t h r ee  such pract ices as:  

r ivers have a div ine status, and each year many Hindus go on 

pilgr images to sacred r ivers, such as the Ganges and Yamuna;  many 

Hindus will t ry to have their ashes scat tered in the Ganges, it  is 

believed that  bathing in sacred r ivers cleanses indiv iduals of sin and 

helps them to accum ulate religious merit ;  bathing fairs, such as the 

kumbh melas at  Allahabad in 2007 CE and Haridwar in 2010 CE, 

involve m illions of people;  dur ing the sacred month of Kart ika 

(October/ November) , devout  Hindus bathe in sacred r ivers/ pools 

(Kart ik Purnima) . 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according 

to the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 7 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  believed to 

have been founded by Shiva, it  is a cent re for the worship of Shiva 

and one of the twelve revered j yot ir lingas ( shrines)  of Shiva;  it  is 

believed that  bathing in the sacred r iver Ganges at  Varanasi,  or 

dying there, br ings an end to rebirth and ensures moksha 

(salvat ion) ;  as one on the seven most  holy places for Hindus, and as 

a long-established cent re of pilgr image, Varanasi contains up to 

2000 temples, including the Temple of Kasi Vishwanatha, dedicated 

to Shiva, and ghats for cremat ions and the scat tering of ashes. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond 

Level 1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 7 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Tem p les h av e an y  im p or t an ce f o r  

H in d u s.  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that , for 

many Hindus they prefer to perform  puja in the home which 

provides them with the same blessings as at tending the Temple, 

and that  in their  homes Hindus are able to have the deity they 

desire to worship rather than the ones chosen in the Temple;  

w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that , they will be able to meet  with the swami 

in the Temple and learn from him , congregat ional puja provides 

a feeling of community not  available anywhere else, and that  the 

Temple serves as a community cent re not  j ust  as a place of 

worship. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded 

accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Hin d u ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides 

of the issue. 

 



 

I SLAM 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 8 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  t h r ee  such aspects as:  

events leading up to and including the Prophet ’s arr ival in Madinah;  

the invitat ion of the people of Madinah to lead their  community;  the 

establishment  of com munity relat ions between the various fact ions;  

the establishment  of the first  mosque;  the drawing up of a code of 

pract ice for the comm unity to live by. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according 

to the levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 8 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  in the Qur’an 

(33: 40) , Muhammad is described as the ‘messenger of Allah and the 

seal of the prophets’;  Muslims have t radit ionally interpreted this t it le 

as meaning that  Muhammad is the ‘seal’ or  end of the line of 

prophets and of div ine revelat ion through prophets;  Muslims believe 

that , through Muham mad, the will of Allah was finally expressed for 

all human beings;  Muhammad is seen to have brought  all of the 

messages of the prophets together and completed them. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond 

Level 1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 8 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  r e l ig iou s r u les ab ou t  f ood  ar e 

im p or t an t  an d  u sefu l .  

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  many 

religions have rules about  food, which their  followers are 

required to observe (and they should refer specifically to those in 

the Shar’iah) , and which they regard as div inely ordained, 

spir itually significant  and a means of achieving self-discipline and 

as marks of ident ity, w i t h  t h e  v iew ( s)  that :  many people, 

religious as well as non- religious, dism iss such rules, on the 

grounds that  they reflect  histor ical situat ions, which no longer 

exist , so there is no point  in cont inuing with them;  they have 

become ends in themselves, which lack religious value;  and they 

may dist ract  those who follow them from what  should be their  

pr ior it ies:  worshipping Allah and being compassionate and 

charitable to others.  

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded 

accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to I s lam .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides 

of the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 9 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  t h r ee  such aspects of the 

guidance as:  all food/ ingredients are lawful (halal) ,  unless they are 

declared unlawful (haram) ;  it  is unlawful to eat  the meat  from 

carnivorous animals;  it  is unlawful to eat  pork or any food der ived 

from pig-meat ;  it  is unlawful to eat  meat  from animals which have not  

been slaughtered in the proper way;  alcohol is v iewed as haram . 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

1 9 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  sawm ( fast ing)   

is the Fourth Pillar of I slam, and was pract ised and encouraged by 

Muhammad, so by fast ing, Muslims show obedience/ submission to 

Allah, focus their  at tent ion on the Qur’an and Allah’s gifts, and follow 

the example of Muhammad;  by fast ing, Muslims test  their moral 

character and religious commitment , which helps them to develop 

self-discipline and  spir itual st rength, while also expressing fellowship 

with all other Muslims who are fast ing at  the same t ime;  it  enables all 

Muslims to experience the sufferings of the poor, to develop 

sympathet ic understanding of their situat ion, and to learn the value of 

charity and generosit y. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

1 9 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h er e is an y  p r oof  t h at  r ev elat ion  f r om  

God  ev er  occu r s. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  non-

religious people hold that  there is no empir ical proof of/ evidence 

for div ine revelat ion, or independent / object ive corroborat ion for 

the claims of religious people that  it  occurs/ has occurred, while it s 

content , as expressed in the div ine revelat ions that  are said to 

have occurred within the different  world religions, is 

inconsistent / cont radictory (and they may refer to examples)  w i t h  

t h e v iew ( s)  that  many religions including I slam are based on 

revelat ion (and they should refer specifically to the example of the 

revelat ion to Muhammad) , and, as many of these have survived 

over the centuries, and cont inue to be believed, this is proof that  

revelat ion does occur, while scept icism about  the genuineness of 

revelat ion, and the refusal to take what  religious people say about  

it  seriously, merely reflects modern prejudices against  religion. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to I s lam .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 0 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  t h r ee such pract ices 

as:  Madinah is only 200 m iles north of Makkah, so Muslims often 

add a visit  there to the haj j ;  they visit  and pray at  the Prophet ’s 

Mosque, the second holiest  mosque in I slam, where the Prophet  

Muhammad and the caliphs, Abu Bakr and Omar are bur ied;  they 

visit  and pray at  the the Mosque of Piety, where Muhammad 

established the first  mosque in I slam at  Quba on the outskirts of 

Madinah;  at  the Miqat  Mosque, some set t ing out  on their haj j  from 

Madinah put  on ihram  before leaving for Makkah.   

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 0 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  after his 

em igrat ion to Madinah, Muhammad established a mosque;  the Arabic 

word for mosque means ‘a place of prost rat ion’ and mosques are 

intended to be a clean place set  aside for congregat ional prayer;  over 

the centuries, mosques have been social and educat ional cent res in 

Muslim  communit ies, Muslim  communit ies at tach importance to 

mosque schools (madrasas)  as a means of inst ruct ing children in the 

Qur’an,  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 0 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  b i r t h  cer em on ies ar e im p or t an t  f o r  

Mu sl im s. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  birth 

ceremonies begin the child’s educat ion in I slam, and that  hear ing 

the Shahadah is an important  beginning to life;  that  the sacrif icing 

of an animal shows the fam ily’s grat itude to God for the blessing 

of the child and enables the parents to commit  themselves to 

bring the child up within I slam w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  the child is 

unaware of any of the ceremonies and so they cannot  be 

important , they cannot  remember the Shahadah and so it  cannot  

have any effect  on them later in life, the shaving of a child’s head 

is purely symbolic and has no place in today’s society;  some 

Muslims would consider some of the ceremonies to be cultural, 

rather than Quranic.   

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to I s lam .  

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 



 

JUDAI SM 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 1 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  t w o  such ways as:   

the Responsa are thousands of answers to specific quest ions 

involving the Jewish Law, which have been put  to rabbis, and then 

recorded, so that  they can guide other members of Jewish 

communit ies;  Jewish people may use recent  Responsa, to provide 

guidance on issues that  confront  them in contemporary society, 

such as abort ion, the responsibilit ies of the carr iers of AI Ds and in 

vit ro fert ilisat ion;  they may refer to an example such as the 

Responsa Project  which holds over 90,000 Responsa, covering 

numerous aspects of Jewish life on the Global Jewish Database, so 

that  communit ies and indiv iduals can consult  them more easily.  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 1 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  the rabbi is 

expert  in the whole body of Jewish law, which is cent ral to the Jewish 

faith, and is qualif ied to inst ruct  the comm unity in it , and to answer 

quest ions and set t le disputes which involve the law;  rabbis exercise 

spir itual leadership in their communit ies, such as leading worship in 

the synagogue and officiat ing at  such key ceremonies as weddings 

and funerals;  within the community, the rabbi performs the role of 

teacher and spir itual counsellor, is one of the leading representat ives 

of Judaism in the wider community, and m ay also act  as chaplain to 

the local hospital or prison. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 1 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  t h e h om e is t h e cen t r e o f  t h e Jew ish  

w ay  o f  l i f e  Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  

that  most  of the Jewish laws for liv ing such as Kashrut  are based 

in the home;  weekly Shabbat  observance is a cent ral feature of 

Jewish home life;  it  is also within the home that  children will 

receive most  of their  educat ion in the Jewish way of life;  w i t h  t h e 

v iew ( s)  t h at  the Jewish way of life could be seen to be focused 

within the wider com munity, m ajor fest ivals such as Rosh 

Hashanah are cent red around the synagogue and the involvement  

of Jewish people beyond the fam ily;  Shabbat  observance is not  

complete without  worship with the community in the synagogue;  

fam ilies need the educat ional and social benefits of the synagogue 

to maintain the Jewish faith. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Ju d aism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 2 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  t h r ee  such rules:  the dairy 

and meat  products should be kept , cooked and eaten separately by 

Jews;  that  only animals with split  hooves which chew the cud may be 

eaten, they can only be eaten if they have been killed according to the 

laws of Kashrut ;  that  while f ish with scales and fins are acceptable to 

be eaten, those that  are shell f ish should be avoided;  any fruit  or 

vegetables are regarded as kosher. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 2 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  Moses was a 

prophet  who received a message from the Alm ighty to set  his people 

free from their bondage in Egypt , as such he is an exam ple of how to 

respond to the Alm ighty’s commandments;  as the author or source of 

the law given by the Lord he is seen to be the messenger of the 

Alm ighty in providing the ways in which Jews should live their  lives 

evidenced through the 613 laws of the Torah. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  language 

appropriately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 2 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  ob ser v an ce o f  Sh ab b at  is u n n ecessar y  

t od ay . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  laws of 

Shabbat  were given by the Alm ighty and are not  to be changed;  

that  the example set  in creat ion is j ust  as relevant  today as it  ever 

was;  and that  Jews are able to develop fam ily unity from its 

observance w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  some people see the 

rest r ict ions on act iv it ies on Shabbat  as rest r ict ive and out  of touch 

with today’s world, that  there are enough labour saving devices to 

ensure that  other t im es can be t imes of shared fam ily exper ience, 

and that  not  every religion observes such a specific rest  and 

worship day.   

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Ju d aism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 3 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to out line at  least  t h r ee  such features as:  

the Holy Ark at  the east  end, containing a scroll with the Torah;  the 

two tablets above the ark, with the first  two words of each of the Ten 

Commandments;  the bimah or reading desk, to which the Torah scroll 

is taken and from which it  is read;  the Ner Tamid or lamp of perpetual 

light , which is always alight  to represent  the presence of the Alm ighty 

and the ongoing Jewish t radit ion;  the absence of any pictures or 

images;  in Orthodox synagogues, separate seat ing for men and 

women. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 3 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  it  is an 

important  histor ical m onument  which Jewish people can visit , and 

where they can recall the courage and self-sacrif ice of those who 

seized the fort ress and defended it  against  the Romans during The 

Great  Revolt , and who died there;  for Jews today, it  symbolises both 

the st ruggle, sacrif ice and suffer ing that  the Jewish people have had 

to endure over the centuries, in order to defend and sustain their  

religion, and its survival, despite oppression and persecut ion;  it  

rem inds Jews of the need, in an often host ile world, to be vigilant  and 

vigorous in defence of their faith, if necessary by physical force, as 

expressed in the oath taken by I sraeli soldiers, ‘Masada shall not  fall 

again’.  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 3 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Ab r ah am  is t h e m ost  im p or t an t  

p r op h et  f o r  Jew s. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  Abraham 

is the father of monotheism and all other prophets derived their 

message from his;  Abraham’s example in his willingness to 

sacrif ice his son for the Alm ighty provides the ult im ate example 

for Jews today;  that  as the first  pat r iarch of Judaism he set  the 

example for all the other prophets to follow, and that  making the 

covenant  with God m akes him  the most  im portant  prophet  w i t h  

t h e v iew ( s)  that  other prophets such as Moses have done more, 

for example in the giv ing of the law;  the covenant  may not  have 

been as important  had Moses and Joshua not  reinst ituted the sign 

of the covenant ;  that  none of Abraham’s writ ings have survived 

and prophets such as I saiah have wr it ten m ore to influence Jews 

today. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Ju d aism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 



 

SI KHI SM 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 4 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  t h r ee  such aspects as:  

he deals with all aspects of/ at tends to the Guru Granth Sahib:  

opening/ closing it  at  dawn/ dusk, reading and interpret ing it , spreading 

its message;  he performs such Sikh cerem onies as welcom ing a child, 

weddings and funerals;  he is the community’s spir itual director, who 

leads the congregat ion in prayer (ardas) , hymn-singing (kirtan)  and 

discourses (katha) ;  he is responsible for teaching children, young 

people and adults about  the Guru Granth Sahib and is regarded as a 

role model;  he is the community’s spir itual counsellor and spokesman 

and he helps to preserve Sikh culture. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 4 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  it  is the official 

Sikh Code of Conduct , produced by leading Sikh theologians and 

scholars, which was finalised in the 20 th

 

 Century, in order to achieve a 

degree of uniform ity of belief and pract ice in Sikh communit ies around 

the world;  it  sets out  what  Sikhs should and should not  do, to ensure 

that  doct r ine, worship and conduct  in different  Sikh communit ies are 

consistent  with the pr inciples of Sikhism , as expounded by the Ten 

Gurus;  although at t itudes towards it  vary, its guidelines establish 

common standards against  which Sikh communit ies and indiv iduals 

can measure themselves, and it  has played an essent ial role in 

defining Sikhism and ensuring unit y and cohesion among Sikhs. 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 4 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  Baisak h i  is n o t  im p or t an t  f o r  m ost  

Sik h s. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that , Baisakhi 

is widely celebrated among Sikhs, and that  the message of the 

events of Baisakhi are st ill important  for today as they are aware 

of the commitment  that  is necessary to be a member of the 

khalsa, and the exam ples of the beloved ones are as important  

today as they ever were w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  Baisakhi seems to 

have lost  a lot  of its original meaning and that  it  seems to be a 

community rather than a religious celebrat ion. The fest ival’s 

celebrat ion can be a dist ract ion for the fulf illing of a person’s 

commitment  to the faith. The fact  that  there are some Sikhs that  

do not  take on the commitments of the khalsa suggests that  its 

founding may be unimportant  for them.   

  

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Sik h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 5 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  t w o  such ways as:  

he established the Khalsa, the Sikh brotherhood of soldier-saints, 

in which all are equal;  he gave the Sikhs the Five Ks, which 

symbolise their faith, and dist inguish them from members of other 

faiths;  he completed the Sikh holy book, the Adi Granth ( the ‘first  

scripture’ of the Sikhs) , and made the Granth ( the Guru Granth 

Sahib)  his successor and the eternal Guru for all Sikhs;  he gave 

the common names of ‘Singh’ to all Sikh m en and ‘Kaur’ to all Sikh 

women, to signify that  the Hindu caste system/ class div isions did 

not  apply within Sikhism. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 5 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use t w o  such reasons as:  Nanak was 

called by God to do his work and, although born a Hindu, he taught  

others without  acknowledging any dist inct ion between Hindu and 

Muslim , because he believed they were brothers in the eyes of God;  

although he was influenced by Hindu and I slam ic teachings, he was an 

original thinker and spir itual leader, who taught  that  there is only one 

God, to whom people can have direct  access, while condemning the 

Hindu caste system and preaching equality;  after m issionary journeys 

last ing almost  thirt y years, he established the first  Sikh community at  

Kartarpur, where he was joined by many followers, and he established 

the succession of Ten Gurus, by choosing Guru Angad as his 

successor;  his teachings formed the basis of Sikh belief and pract ice, 

and the Adi Granth/ Guru Granth Sahib contains over 900 of his 

hymns, including the Mool Mantra, which sets out  the principal beliefs 

of Sikhism .  

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 5 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  in i t ia t ion  celeb r at ion s h av e an y  

sp i r i t u a l  v a lu e. 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  many 

religions prescr ibe init iat ion ceremonies, and how they are to be 

conducted, to mark the ent rance/ acceptance of new members into 

the religion, and that  these ceremonies are a long-established 

r ites of passage within the religions, which have great  spir itual 

value for indiv iduals/ fam ilies/  religious communit ies (and they 

should refer specifically to the ceremonies marking init iat ion into 

the Khalsa) , w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  spir itual value does not  relate 

to ceremonies, but  to indiv idual belief and commitment , and 

people are capable of accept ing and then following the teachings 

of a part icular religion without  going through an init iat ion 

ceremony. 

 

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Sik h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 6 ( a)  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to refer to at  least  t h r ee  such aspects 

as:  those who wish to be init iated must  have reached the age of 

responsibility and possess the five Ks;  the ceremony can take 

place anywhere, but  the Guru Granth Sahib must  be present , and 

it  is opened and read;  the ceremony is presided over by five 

members of the Khalsa, who out line the pr inciples of the Sikh 

faith, which include accept ing the teaching of the Granth and the 

Ten Gurus, and ask the candidates if they are willing to accept  

them;  amrit  is prepared, each candidate dr inks it  and it  is 

sprinkled over their  eyes and hair;  the Mool Mantra, summarising 

Sikh beliefs is recited;  prayers are said and karah prashad is 

dist r ibuted. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to 

the levels.                                

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For an isolated exam ple of relevant  knowledge. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For basic relevant  knowledge, presented within a lim ited 

st ructure. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For an organised out line/ descript ion, deploying relevant  

knowledge with lim ited use of specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive out line/ descript ion, deploying specialist   

vocabulary appropr iately within a coherent  st ructure. 

 

  



 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

2 6 ( b )  

 

Level 4 answers are likely to use at  least  t w o  of the following 

reasons:  it  enables Sikhs to undertake Nam Sim ran, repeat ing and 

meditat ing on God’s name, which Guru Nanak taught  would br ing 

t ruth, holy wisdom and contentment  and help to dest roy sin;  through 

personal devot ion, Sikhs can express uncondit ional love for God, 

which helps to replace self- cent redness with God-cent redness and to 

connect  the indiv idual with God;   it  allows Sikhs to focus on the 

meaning of passages from the Guru Granth Sahib and Sikh hymns, 

and to reflect  on the significance of the 5Ks and wearing them. 

 

Answers which describe, rather than explain, will not  go beyond Level 

1. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded according to the 

levels.  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1-2 For a simple, appropr iate and relevant  idea. 

Lev el  2  3-5 For a basic explanat ion, showing understanding of a relevant  

idea. 

Lev el  3  6-8 For a developed explanat ion, showing understanding of the 

main idea(s) , using some specialist  vocabulary. 

Lev el  4  9-10 For a comprehensive explanat ion, showing a coherent  

understanding of the main idea(s)  and using specialist  

language appropr iately. 

 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

2 6 ( c)  

 

Th e issu e is w h et h er  in eq u al i t y  h as an y  p lace in  a  r e l ig iou s 

com m u n i t y . 

 

Level 5 answers are likely to con t r ast  t h e v iew ( s)  that  many 

religions teach that  God loves all his human creatures equally and 

that  all human beings/ members of the religion have equal value 

(and they should refer specifically to Sikh teachings about  

equality) ,  which means that  religious communit ies should always 

promote equality and condemn inequality, w i t h  t h e v iew ( s)  that  

being equal in the sight  of God/ having equal value as members of 

a religious community does not  mean that  there are no differences 

between indiv iduals, or that  each indiv idual is equally capable of 

perform ing any role in a religious community, and that  in religious 

communit ies, as in the rest  of society, leadership will need to be 

ent rusted to those whose qualit ies and qualif icat ions enable them  

to exercise it  effect ively. 

   

They will then come to a personal conclusion. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be rewarded accordingly. 

 

To go beyond Level 3, answers must  give an opinion, refer to 

another point  of v iew, and refer to Sik h ism . 

 

To go beyond Level 4, answers must  give a balanced account  of 

alternat ive points of v iew and reach a personal conclusion, based 

on their evaluat ion of both sides of the issue. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable mater ial.  

Lev el  1  1 For a relevant  opinion. 

Lev el  2  2 For a relevant  opinion supported by on e  relevant  reason. 

Lev el  3  3 For a basic for and against , or a reason supported by 

religious/ moral evidence. 

Lev el  4  4 For a reasoned evaluat ion, using religious/ moral argument , 

evidence or examples, referr ing to another point  of v iew. 

Lev el  5  5 For a coherent  and reasoned evaluat ion, based on 

religious/ moral argument , evidence or examples, giv ing a 

balanced account  of an alternat ive point (s)  of v iew to reach a 

personal conclusion, based on their evaluat ion of both sides of 

the issue. 

 



 

APPENDI X –  ALTERNATI VE ANSW ERS TO THE MULTI - RELI GI ON 

QUESTI ONS I N  PART 1  

 

 

2  ( b )  An sw er s b ased  on  Ch r ist ian i t y , H in d u ism , I s lam , Ju d aism  an d  

Sik h ism . 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ch r ist ian i t y , are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  human beings have a soul as well as a body;  

God made human beings in his own image, and their lives are 

valuable and must  be respected;  human beings have free will, so they 

can choose to accept  or reject  God;  human nature is sinful, and 

human beings will be judged after they die. 

                                                

Level 3 answers, based on Hin d u ism , are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  all human beings have an immortal soul 

(atman) , and this is part  of Brahman;  the indiv idual personality will 

depend on the predominant  qualit y or guna:  goodness, passion or 

darkness;  through the operat ion of the law of karma, the soul is 

cont inually reborn into the world, but  if indiv iduals follow an 

appropriate lifestyle, it  is possible for their  souls to achieve release 

(moksha)  from the cycle of rebirth and to become one with Brahman.  

 

Level 3 answers, based on I s lam , are likely to refer to at  least  t w o  

such beliefs as:  Allah gave human beings the nature and role he chose 

for them;  the life of human beings in this world is a per iod of t r ial, 

during which they must  resist  the impulses of their egocent r ic self 

(nafs) , obey Allah and be good stewards of this wor ld;  after death, 

they will be judged, the good will be sent  to paradise and the bad to 

hell.  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ju d aism , are likely to refer to at  least  t w o  

such beliefs as:  the Alm ighty created human beings in his own image;  

some Jews emphasise the unity of body and soul in human beings, 

and some Jews believe in resurrect ion of the dead;  other Jews believe 

in the immortality of the soul, and that  the soul goes st raight  to 

heaven after death;  human nature involves a st ruggle between the 

good and evil inclinat ions. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Sik h ism , are likely to refer to at  least  t w o  

such beliefs as:  human beings are made up of a body, which belongs 

to the physical universe, and a soul, which belongs to God;  life is a 

cycle of rebirth, but  this can be ended, and human beings can achieve 

unit y with God;  to do so, they must  follow the teachings of the Gurus, 

and lead lives of service and meditat ion.  

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

3  ( b )  An sw er s b ased  on  Bu d d h ism , Hin d u ism , I s lam , Ju d aism  an d  

Sik h ism . 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

 

  

Level 3 answers, based on Bu d d h ism , are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  human beings, who have not  achieved 

enlightenment , do not  understand the t rue nature of realit y;  they are 

in a state of ignorance (avij j a)  and illusion (kilesa) , and have not  

understood the Buddha’s teaching;  the three fires of greed, hat red 

and delusion burn within them, and they harm other people. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Hin d u ism , are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as;  it  is the result  of ignorance of the t rue nature 

of things (avidya) ;  not  understanding realit y leads to failure to 

understand that  each person’s atman (self)  is part  of the div ine 

Brahman;  as well as involving them in the cycle of rebirth, this 

ignorance can result  in people t reat ing others badly. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on I s lam , are likely to refer to at  least  t w o  

such teachings as:  human beings have been given freewill, which they 

can use to do good or evil things;  moral evil results from not  believing 

in Allah, and not  following the teaching of the Qur’an;  moral evil 

derives from shirk, the sin of associat ing other things with Allah. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ju d aism , are likely to refer to at  least  t w o  

such teachings as:  moral evil is part  of human sinfulness;  moral evil 

results from disobeying the Alm ighty;  moral evil ar ises when human 

beings allow their  evil inclinat ions to get  the bet ter of their good ones, 

leading them to act  unjust ly towards others. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Sik h ism , are likely to refer to at  least  t w o  

such teachings as:  moral evil is associated with human beings’ self ish 

and mater ialist ic nature (haumai) ,;  as a result , human beings follow 

their own inclinat ions, rather than God’s will;  they are condit ioned by 

self- cent redness (manmukh) , and so fail to be oriented towards God;  

they are cont rolled by illusion (maya)  and this leads to the five vices 

( lust , anger, greed, pride, wor ldly at tachm ent) . 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6  ( b )  An sw er s b ased  on  Bu d d h ism , Ch r ist ian i t y , I s lam , Ju daism  an d  

Sik h ism . 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

 

  

Level 3 answers, based on Bu d d h ism , are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  it  is cont rary to the third precept , which 

requires that  sexual relat ionships involve two people loving, and 

receiving love from, each other;  it  would prevent  development  of the 

six param itas or qualit ies (morality, in part icular) , that  an indiv idual 

needs to achieve enlightenment ;  it  is cont rary to the first  precept , as 

it  may involve harm ing another, by causing emot ional suffer ing. 

Occasionally some Buddhists m ay take the view that  as long as any 

form  of sexual act iv it y avoids causing harm to oneself or others, it  

may be acceptable. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ch r ist ian i t y , are likely to refer to at  least  

t w o  such teachings as:  it  is cont rary to the teaching that  sex should 

take place between loving couples, in the context  of marr iage;  it  is 

wrong, because it  ignores the teaching that  human sexuality is a 

means of st rengthening the relat ionship between a marr ied couple, 

and enabling them to reproduce and create a Chr ist ian fam ily;  it  is 

condemned, because it  involves the exploitat ion of others, and 

debases those who engage in it .  

 

Level 3 answers, based on I s lam , are likely to refer to at  least  t w o  

such teachings as:  I slam teaches that  men and women must  abstain 

from any prom iscuity;  prom iscuity would be cont rary to the teaching 

that  sex must  only take place within marr iage, which has been 

ordained by Allah;  prom iscuity is also condemned because it  gives r ise 

to other evils and dest roys fam ilies. 

 

Level 3 answers, based on Ju d aism  are likely to refer to at  least  t w o  

such teachings as:  t radit ionally, sexual relat ionships outside marr iage, 

are disapproved of, and they are condemned in the Talmud;  some 

Jews now dist inguish between meaningful pre-marital relat ionships, 

which can be regarded as sacred, and mere prom iscuity;  some Jews 

do not  regard homosexual relat ionships as prom iscuous, provided 

they take place in the context  of enduring love and faithfulness.  

 

Level 3 answers, based on Sik h ism , are likely to refer to at  least  t w o  

such teachings as:  it  is cont rary to the teaching that  sexual 

relat ionships must  take place within marr iage;  within marr iage, two 

people become one soul in two bodies;  sexual prom iscuit y goes 

against  Sikh teaching about  the im portance of monogamy and high 

standards of sexual m oralit y. 

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  

 



 

8 ( b )   An sw er s b ased  on  Bu d d h ism , Ch r ist ian i t y , H in du ism , Ju d aism  

an d  Sik h ism . 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer 

 

 

The quest ion refers to d i f f er in g  at t itudes, and Level 3 answers are 

likely to out line at  least  t w o  d i f f er in g  at t itudes, eg any t w o  of (a) , 

(b)  or (c) .  

 

Answers, based on Bu d d h ism , are likely to refer to such at t itudes as:  

( a)  the Buddha taught  that  people must  follow his teachings, in order 

to escape from the cycle of rebirth, so som e  Buddhists reject  the 

teachings of other religions;  ( b )  o t h er  Buddhists believe that  other 

religions offer insights which will help them to develop their 

understanding of Buddhist  teachings;  ( c)  there are som e  Buddhists 

who believe that  other religions offer religious t ruths, which will help 

them towards enlightenment . 

 

Answers, based on Ch r ist ian i t y , are likely to refer to such at t itudes 

as:  ( a)  som e Christ ians believe that  the only way to God and 

salvat ion is through Christ ianity, and that  they should t ry to convert  

non-Christ ians;  ( b )  o t h er  Christ ians believe that  God will save the 

followers of other religions, provided they are sincerely seeking 

religious t ruth;  ( c)  there are som e  Christ ians who believe that ,  

despite their differences, all religions are paths to God.  

 

Answers, based on Hin d u ism , are likely to refer to such at t itudes as:  

( a)  Hin d u s  believe in religious freedom and tolerat ion of other 

religions;  ( b )  there are different  paths to salvat ion within Hinduism, 

and som e  Hindus believe that  other religions have valuable teachings 

and insights;  ( c)  o t h er  Hindus believe that  Hinduism offers the only 

path to salvat ion. 

 

Answers, based on Ju d aism , are likely to refer to such at t itudes as:  

( a)  m ost  Jews believe in religious freedom, and they do not  t ry to 

convert  other people to Judaism;  ( b )  som e Jews believe that  those 

people who follow teachings that  are sim ilar to the Ten 

Commandments are close to the Alm ighty;  ( c)  however, m an y  Jews 

do believe that  Judaism is the r ight  path, because they follow the 

Torah and Talmud.    

 

Answers, based on Sik h ism , are likely to refer to such at t itudes as:  

( a)  Sik h s  believe in religious freedom, and regard leading a morally 

good life as more important  than membership of a part icular faith;  

( b )  t h ey  compare different  religions to different  boats, all of which 

will carry their  passengers across the r iver of life, but  by different  

routes;  ( c)  however, while welcom ing the followers of other religions 

to their gurdwaras, m ost  Sikhs recognise real differences between 

religions, which rule out  sharing all aspects of worship.    

 

Other approaches are possible and must  be marked according to 

the levels.  
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